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D. C. McGregor

A NOTE FROM THE
NEW IFPS PRESIDENT

Our international palynological
organization has grown through an
evolutionary (if not phylogenetic)
process. In the beginning there was
established the “International Com-
mission on Palynology” (1954, Paris);
then the “International Committee”
(1962, Tucson); the “International
Committee for Palynology” (1966,
Utrecht); and the “International
Commission for Palynology” (1971,
Novosibirsk). Evolution continued
and in the process we have become
no longer a committee or commis-
sion, but a federation (some would
prefer “confederation”). In fact, it
seems we may now be close to realiz-
ing the vision of those who struggled
in the early years to form an organi-
zation that would truly represent
the world’s palynologists.

The most recent landmark has, I
suppose, been the change in our
name. A compelling argument for
change was that the old title was no
longer appropriate, and was in fact
confusing. And so the name is now
the INTERNATIONAL FEDERA-
TION OF PALYNOLOGICAL SO-
CIETIES (IFPS), but the objectives
of the organization remain the same:
to advance knowledge in palynology
by the promotion of international
cooperation and meetings between
scientists of all regions and countries.

As part of the cooperative process
we need to continue consolidating
the channels of communication
through the Councillors to the con-
stituent societies. Consequently, this
is an appropriate time to remind the
officers of each of the societies to:
(a) send us the name(s) of your
representative(s) on Council; so far
about five of the societies have not
done so; (b) send us an up-to-date
list of the members of your society
and their mailing addresses; (c) send
us your society’s newsletter if you
have one; and (d) communicate news-
worthy items, letters, etc., directly
toJim Canright, the “Palynos” editor.
You will find my address and those
of the Secretary-Treasurer and Edi-
tor elsewhere in this newsletter.

Finally, my thanks and apprecia-
tion go to Claude Caratini and Roger
Jan du Chéne for shepherding the
ICP so capably through the past four
years, and to Len Hills and Jan Jan-
sonius and the members of their
Organizing Committee for a superb
“Calgary 1984” (6th IPC). -

On to Brisbane in 1988, and I look
forward to seeing you there at the
7th International Palynological
Conference.

D. C. McGregor, President IFPS
Geological Survey of Canada
601 Booth Street

Ottawa, Ontario

Canada K1A OES8

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

As indicated in the previous note
from the president, last August at
the Assembly of the International
Commission for Palynology (ICP) at
the 6th IPC in Calgary, it was voted
to change the name of our organiza-
tion to the International Federation
of Palynological Societies (IFPS).
This decision necessitated a new
name for the former ICP Newsletter,
as well as a new logotype.

Passé

Rather than contribute to the ever-
increasing conglomeration of confus-
ing “alphabet soup” names (viz., IFPS
Newsletter) beloved by government
bureaucrats everywhere, your edi-
tor selected the name PALYNOS for
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this newsletter. As most palynolo-
gists know, the term palynology was
coined by Hyde and Williams in 1944
to refer to the study of both fossil
and modern pollen. The etymology
of this term comes from the Greek
verb palynein, meaning “to strew or
sprinkle.” In turn, this verb was
derived from the Greek pale, refer-
ring to a fine meal or flour (and by
inference, pollen as well). Accord-
ingly (admittedly with some poetic
license), the name PALYNOS means
“of, or relating to, pollen.” And since
this newsletter is distributed (=
strewn) throughout the world to all
palynologists, we have now come
full circle in our etymology to the
original Greek verb. PALYNOS is
now registered with the U.S. Library
of Congress in Washington, D. .C.
with the International Serials Stand-
ard Number (ISSN) 0256-1670.

Significance of the New Logo

Whenever a company adopts a
new name, or a manufactured pro-
duct is re-named, every attempt is
made to retain the original logotype
of the particular company or pro-
duct, because of the “recognition
factor” of thelogo in the marketplace.
However, in cases where the comp-
any/product name or initials are a
part of the original logo, name
changes also necessitate the devel-
opment of a new logo. This was our
dilemma when ICP recently “evolved”
to IEPS.

Inanalyzing the problem,i.e., how
to modify the 3-parted symbol (a tri-
lete spore) used by ICP to a 4-parted
logo to accommodate IFPS, it soon
became obvious that our choices of
palynomorphs were somewhat lim-
ited. Specifically, if a palynomorph
were to be used, it had to be a
tetragonal tetrad (e.g., the annon-
aceous genus Xylopia), alinear tetrad
(rarely foundin Typha), a tetraporate
grain (e.g., Epilobium), or a radially
symmetrical polyad. Your editor sup-
plied photographic examples of all
these types of palynomorphs
to his Number One son (used in the
Chinese sense only, viz., firstborn),
Douglass, who was employed as a
graphic artist before he became an
architect. Upon completion of his
various “renderings,” we jointly
decided to recommend the 16-grained

polyad that you now see in the mast-
head of this newsletter. The Exec-
utive Committee of IFPS (Drs. Mc-
Gregor and Jarzen) formally approved
of thislogo in a meeting at Arlington,
Virginia on October 18, 1984.

At this point you may be wonder-
ing why this particular polyad was
chosen to be representative of or
symbolize IFPS.

First of all, this type of compound
palynomorphis a relatively common
characteristic in many of the 40
genera and ca. 2000 species of the
well-known family Mimosaceae (form-
erly merged with the Leguminosae).
Mimosaceous genera with radially sym--
metrical polyads include species of
Acacia, Albizia,- Affonsea, Adenanthera;
Dichrostachys, Inga (see photo), Pithecel-
lobium, Prosopis and Xylia (Van Campo
& Guinet, 1961; Vishnu-Mittre &
Sharma, 1962; Markgraf & D’An-
toni, 1978).

Inga uruguensis Hook. & Arn., 113 pm.
(Courtesy of V.Markgraf, U. Colorado)

Acacia is the largest genus in the
Mimosaceae, comprising some 800
species distributed throughout trop-
ical and subtropical regions of the
world; thorn trees belonging to this
genus are especially prominent and
distinctive features of the landscapes
in the savannas of Australia and
Africa.

My next point is that acacias are of
considerable value in the world of
commerce. Two or three species of
Acaciain North Africa and the Middle
East are sources of gum arabic (used
in the textile, mucilage, polish and
confectionery industries); several
Australian species of Acacia (wattles)

are now widely cultivated (partic-
ularly in southern Brazil and Africa)

“for their reddish bark tannins utilized

by the tanning industry; A. catechu,
native to India and Burma, is the
source of an important brown dye,
black cutch or catechu, as well as a
masticatory and in medicine; A. far-
nesiana (cassie), although a native to
the American tropics, is cultivated in
Southern France and Algeria for its
ethereal oil used in the perfume
industry— cassie oil is particularly
valuable in the compounding of “vio-
let” odors; and A. melanoxylon (Aus-
tralian blackwood) is an important
timber for cabinetry and furniture.

My final consideration is that Aca-
cia is arelatively old genus, both his-
torically and geologically speaking.
The distinguished German botanist,
Carl Sigismund Kunth (1788-1850),
is believed to be the first to describe
and illustrate polyads of Acacia in his
extensive account of Mimosaceae
(1819) collected by Alexander von
Humbolt and Aime Bonpland during
their “Voyage aus Regions equinoxiales du
Nouveau Continent” (1799-1804).

According to Muller (1981), the
earliest known pollen of the Acacia
type is from the upper Eocene of
Cameroon; other accepted fossil occur-
rences are from the Oligocene of
Puerto Rico, middle Miocene of Austra-
lia and the Pliocene of New Zealand.

In summary, our new logotype is
based on the genus Acacia, which is
abundant (800 spp.), widely-distrib-
uted throughout the world, of consid-
erable economic importance, and of
relatively great antiquity. In the edi-
tor’s opinion, therefore, Q.E.D. (L.,
quod erat demonstrandum) —that which
was to be proved is proven!
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Sun, Xiangjun (PSC)
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Academia Sinica
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Nagasaki University
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Visscher, Henk A. Dr. (CIMP)
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and Palynology
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AASP (American Association of
Stratigraphic Palynologists)
H.V. Kaska & D.]. Nichols

ACP (African Committee for Palynology)
E.M. van Zinderen Bakker

ALPP (Association Latinoamericana de
Paleobotanica y Palynologia)
E.J. Romero

APLE (Association de Palinologos
de Lengua Espanola)
M.C. Risueno

APLF (Association des Palynologues
de Langue Francais)

A.Le Thomas & G. Lachkar

APP (Arbeitskreis fur Palaobotanik
und Palynologie)
W. Riegel

BPS (British Micropalaeontology Group,

Palynological Section)
TBA*

CAP (Canadian Association of
Palynologists)
J. Utting

CIMP (Commission Internationale de
Microflore du Paleozoique)
Henk Visscher

CPS (Collegium Palynologicum
Scandinavicum)

Ulf Hafsten

GPSBI (Gruppo di Palinologia
della Societa Botanica Italiana)
M. Follieri

OCP (Organization of Czechoslovak
Palynologists)

" TBA

PK (Palynologische Kring)
W. Punt

PPAA (Palynological and Palaeobotanical
Association of Australasia)
B. Balme
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PSC (Palynological Society of China)
Xiangjun Sun

PSI (Palynological Society India)
S. Chanda

PSJ (Palynological Society of Japan)
K. Takahashi

PSL (Palaeobotanical Society, Lucknow)
TBA

PSP (Palynological Society of Poland)
E. Turnau

SPC (Soviet Palynological Commission
of the Botanical Society and
Paleontological Society

E.D. Zaklinskaya & A.F. Chlonova

TCP (Turkish Committee for Palynology)
TBA

*To be appointed

6TH IPC WRAP-UP

Although the number of official
registrants (407) was down from the
ca. 650 who attended the 5th IPC in
Cambridge in 1980, the 6th IPC con-
ferees were almost uniformly en-
thusiastic about the smooth organi-
zation of the meetings, accommo-
dations, social programs and field
trips. And, yes, even the weather-
man was cooperative in helping to
make these meetings eminently
successful.

The number of participants in the
six field trips ranged from a low of 8
(FT#6 — Overflight, Calgary to
Rocky Mts.) to a high of 33 (FT#2
—Plains Region, Campanian to Paleo-
cene).

The Co-Chairmen, Jan Jansonius
and Len Hills, have recently indi-
cated that a small supply of 6th IPC
Abstract Volumes, which include
400 abstracts, is still available for
purchase. You are requested to direct
your orders to: Dr. L. V. Hills, Dept.
Geology, University of Calgary,
Calgary, Alberta T2N 1N4, Canada,
together with a check or money
order in the amount of CAN $20
payable to the University of Calgary.

In addition, those registrants who
neglected to pick up their copy of the
group photograph .before leaving
Calgary, may obtain a copy from Dr.
Hills.

Congratulations, 6th [PC Organ-
izing Committee, for ajob well done!
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6TH INTERNATIONAL PALYNOLOGICAL CONFERENCE

University of Calgary, Aug. 27-31, 1984

Calgary, Alberta, Canada

Although it is impractical to attempt to identify all the conferees in the group photograph, most of the members of the
Canadian Organizing Committee (with their 6th IPC role indicated) are located in the front row as follows (right to
left): Bob Turner (Extraordinary Sessions), Jan Jansonius (Co-Chairman), John Utting (Printing & Editing), Art Sweet (Field
Trips), Silvana de Gasparis (Recording Secretary), Jan Dolby (Entertainment), Dennis Braman (Councillor), Judith Lentin
(Programs), Bert van Helden (Commercial Exhibits), Sedley Barss (Councillor), Dave McIntyre (Posters), Wayne Brideaux (Field

Trips), and Len Hills (Co-Chairman).

MEET YOUR NEW SECRETARY-TREASURER

David MacArthur Jarzen

David Jarzen began his graduate
studies in palynology at Kent State
University (Ohio), where, under the
guidance of Alan Graham, he inves-
tigated and published on the Oligo-

- cene palynoflora of Puerto Rico.

After Kent State, David spent one
year at Indiana University with David
Dilcher looking at Eocene plant
macrofossils from Tennessee before
beginning his Ph.D. work at the
University of Toronto. Working
closely with Geoff Norris, David
earned his Ph.D. in 1973 with his
thesis on “Evolutionary and Paleo-
ecological Significance of Albian to
Campanian Angiosperm Pollen from
the Amoco B-1 Youngstown Bore-
hole, Southeastern Alberta.”

Since his graduation, David has
been employed by the National
Museum of Natural Sciences in
Ottawa, Canada, as Curator of Fos-
sil Plants. His research interests have
been centered on pollen and spore
floras, with an emphasis on angio-
sperm pollen, from uppermost Cre-
taceous and lower Tertiary deposits
in the Western Interior of North
America. In addition to his research
studies, David serves the Museum
public through lectures, slide show
presentations, tours, and display
functions.

David has travelled extensively
worldwide over the past years mak-
ing collections for the Museum and
to obtain material to build one of
North America’s largest pollen and
spore reference collections. Recently,
with Len Hills, David has begun a
major programme to increase the
Museum’s plant macrofossil collec-
tion.

Other than his dedication to paly-
nology, David’s other interests in-
clude photography, music and public
relations. His address is: Paleobiology
Division, National Museum of Nat-
ural Sciences, 1767 Woodward Drive,
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1A 0M8.

NEW JOURNAL: LITORALIA

Starting in May 1984, Van Nos-
trand Reinhold Company will pub-
lish a new quarterly journal, LITO-
RALIA: An International Journal of Coastal
Research. This journal is the first of
its kind in North America to take a
look at coastal science on an interdis-
ciplinary basis.

LITORALIA will enhance and fos-
ter the understanding of the coastal
zone by exploring the common
ground between different disciplines
in this area. LITORALIA will probe,
professionally, analytically, and in
depth, the fields that overlap marine
physical science and biological science
— fields such as: oceanography,
geology, biology, marine science,
ecology, climatology, soil science,
geomorphology, mineralogy, coastal
engineering, and more.

LITORALIA will provide basic,
original research, theoretical papers,
and applied science articles. It will
present traditional applications along
with the most modern, up-to-date

developments in the areas of coastal
science. LITORALIA will supply pro-

fessional reports, correspondence,s

literary reviews, abstracts, schedules
of events, calendars of meetings,
and recent research bibliographies.
All this will combine to make LITO-
RALIA one of the newest, most
comprehensive journals in coastal
science research.
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Editor-in-Chief: is Charles W. Finkl,
Ph.D., Center for Coastal Research,
P.O.B. 2473, Colee Station, Fort
Lauderdale, Florida 33303, 305/
564-5049. The Editorial Board
members represent a broad range of
interests in the areas of coastal
science.

Call for Papers: In order to address
the complexity of coastal biophysical
and socioeconomicinteractions, pro-
fessionals in related fields are
encouraged to submit manuscripts
to be published in LITORALFA
Contributions should be original
studies dealing with interdisciplinary
elements of coastal science and en-
vironmental issues involving theory,
methodology, applied science, and
case studies.

Subscriptions to LITORALIA are

available now at the rate of $96 per
year for institutions and $48 per
year for personal subscriptions.

Single issues are also available.
LITORALIA will be published in a
7x10” perfect-bound hardcopy for-
mat, averaging 400 pages per annual
volume.

All subscription correspondence may be
addressed to: LITORALIA, Van Nos-
trand Reinhold Company, Inc., 135
West 50th St., New York 10020,
212/265-8700.

NEW WORLD LIST OF
PALYNOLOGISTS

President McGregor has asked Rob
Fensome of the Atlantic Geoscience
Center (Geological Survey of Can-
ada, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia) to
compile a new world list of palynol-
ogists. In agreeing to undertake this
task, Rob notes that the Atlantic
Geoscience Center already has assem-
bled an extensive data base (ca. 1000
names and addresses) through the
computerization of the latest mem-
bership lists of the Canadian Associ-
ation of Palynologists (CAP) and the
American Association of Stratigra-
phic Palynologists (AASP). The secre-
taries of the other 19 societies affil-
iated with IFPS are urged to forward
their current membership lists to
Dr. Fensome as soon as possible.




NOTEWORTHY PALYNOMORPHS

Submitted by: Norio Miyoshi, Bio-
logical Laboratory, Okayama Uni-
versity of Science, Ridai-cho,
Okayama 700, Japan.

Serissa japonica Thunb. (Rubiaceae)
is a well-known ornamental hadge
plant in Japan. Like many other
members of this family, it is charac-
terized by heterostylic floowers. The
pollen grains produced by both the
short-styled and the long-styled
flowers have essentially the same
morphotype: radially symmetrical,
isopolar, prolate spheroidal, tricol-
pate with long colpi, plus microre-
ticulate sculpturing. However, the
pollen from the short-styled flowers
differs from that of the long-styled
flowers by its slightly larger size and
possession of fine grana at the inter-
sections of the muri.

(Source of specimens: collected by
S. Yamaguchi, Sept. 27, 1983 in
Handa-cho, Okayama City, Japan).

FUTURE MEETINGS
OF INTEREST TO
PALYNOLOGISTS

SYMPOSIUM: ADVANCES'IN
LIBYAN PETROLEUM GEOLOGY
A MODEL BIOSTRATIGRAPHIC
SEQUENCE FOR THE NORTH-
EAST AFRICAN CRATON

Site:

University of Garyounis
Benghazi,

Libya, S.P.L.A].

Date: March 1986

As a result of close scientific co-
operation between the staff of the
Exploration Division of Arabian Gulf
Oil (AGOCO) and the Research
Centre of Garyounis University
(both in Benghazi, Libya) and mem-
bers of the Commission Interna-
tionale de Microflore du Paleo-
zoique, a project on all aspects of
the palynostratigraphy of Northeast
Libya has now been completed. The

Short-styled flower pollen (Fig.
la-c): Size, 40(46)55 X 40(45)53 um
(measured in glycerine jelly). P/E
102. Sculpture reticulate with grana
occurring at the intersection of the
muri. Width of muri ca. 0.3 um; lum-
ina 0.1-0.3 um in diameter. (Size
bars = 10 um).

Long-styled flower pollen (Fig.
2a-c): Size, 35(41)48 X 38(40)48 um,
P/E 103. Sculpture finely reticulate,
but lacking grana on muri. Width of
muri 0.3 um; lumina 0.1-0.6 ym in
diameter.

objective of the project was to obtain
a better understanding of all paly-
nomorph groups in sediments rang-
ing in age from Ordovician to
Cretaceous.

This Symposium will provide an
opportunity for the presentation of
new data from a region where little
published information is available,
and to permit the demonstration of
the palynostratigraphic framework
for the subsurface stratigraphy of
the region.

The meeting will consist of tech-
nical sessions based on the work of
the AGOCO/Garyounis/C.LM.P. Bio-
stratigraphic Project, together with
invited lectures from speakers who
are world authorities in the fields of
palynology, palaeobotany, stratig-

raphy, sedimentology, source rock
analysis, petroleum geology and tec-
tonics of the North African Craton.
Contributions from adjacent areas
in North Africa and The Middle East
will be encouraged in order to pro-
vide a more comprehensive region
assessment. Papers presented will
be published in a special Symposium
Volume.

It is anticipated that field excur-
sions to a variety of sites of geologi-
cal and historical interest will be
available.

If you are interested in receiving
further details of this meeting, please
complete the form below and return
it to one of the contact addresses
indicated. It is hoped that the first
circular will be issued in early 1985.
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Project Co-ordinator
Palynostratigraphy Project
Exploration Division
Arabian Gulf Oil Company
Benghazi

Libya, S.P.L.A]J.

Tel: 28931 — 6

Tlx: 40033

Palynostratigraphy Project

Umm AlJawaby Oil Service Co. Ltd.

33 Cavendish Square
London W1M 9HF
Attn: Mrs. D. Lacey
Tel: 01-499 0855
Tlx: 261443

[ am interested in receiving further
details of the Benghazi 1986 Sympo-
sium when available.

Name:

Address:

Research Interests:

The American Association of
Stratigraphic Palynologists (AASP)
will hold its 18th Annual Meeting
October 16-19, 1985 in El Paso,
Texas. The program will include a
symposium on pollen ultrastructure,
technical paper sessions and poster
sessions. Two field trips are planned:
one to the Franklin Mountains of
Texas and one to the Sierra de
Juarez of Mexico. For further in-
formation, contact the Local Com-
mittee Chairman: Dr. William C.
Cornell, Department of Geological
Sciences, University of Texas at El
Paso, El Paso, TX 79968-0555 (Tele-
phone: 915/747-5218).

BOOK REVIEW

CENOMANIAN MICROFLORAS
OF THE PEACE RIVER AREA,
NORTHWESTERN ALBERTA

By Chaitanya Singh

Alberta Geological Survey,
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
Alberta Research Council, Bull. 44,
322 pp., 62 pls, 19 text-figs.,

15 tables; 1983. Price $30 (Canadian).

The connection between hydro-

carbon discoveries and the exqui-
sitely-illustrated plant microfossils
of this monograph might possibly
appear remote to some exploration
personnel. But, as emphasized inside
the dust cover, the correlative and
environmental inferences provided
by such palynomorphs are essential
for continued exploration success in
the hydrocarbon-producing Creta-
ceous sequence of Alberta. In recog-
nition of the importance of meticu-
lous palynological research, the
Alberta Research Council has pub-
lished this handsome volume, the
third in a Chaitanya Singh trilogy,
dating from 1964, on Cretaceous
palynomorphs of western Canada.
- The monograph embodies a de-
tailed study of Cenomanian spores,
pollen, fungal palynomorphs, dino-
cysts, and acritarchs from the upper
Shaftesbury, Dunvegan, and lower
Kaskapau Formations of the Peace
River area, northwestern Alberta. A
total of 416 palynomorph species is
recorded. Detailed systematic cov-
erage is accorded 191 species that
are documented as having first ap-
pearances in two outcrop sections of
the upper Shaftesbury and Dunvegan
Formations. Other outcrop and sub-
surface sequences discussed by Singh
are said to be thermally indurated
and only their contained megaspores
were found to be well enough pre-
served for reliable identification.
Newly-instituted taxa comprise one
genus and 37 species of spores and
pollen, together with two genera
and 25 species of microphytoplank-
ton.

Abrief review of previous palyno-
logical work on the mid and late Cre-
taceous of North America is followed
by an outline of the stratigraphy and
faunal evidence for the age of the
Peace River marine and deltaic sec-
tions. Although Singh states (p. 7)
that the “boundary between the

Shaftesbury Formation and the

overlying Dunvegan Formation is
transitional and laterally: diach-
ronous,” this is not conveyed by the
correlation table (Table 2) that depicts
stratigraphic relationships of late
Albian to Turonian sequences of
western North America. Then fol-
lows a section on stratigraphic paly-

nology, where the palynofloral suc-
cession is discussed within the litho-
stratigraphic framework. Reference
is made to Tables 3-15 and Appendix
B which plot the distribution, and in
some cases provide broadly categor-
ized relative abundances, of the paly-
nomorph species. Unfortunately, the
sections (C and D) on which the
stratigraphic palynology is primarily
based do not span the contact be-
tween the marine upper Shaftesbury
Formation and the deltaic Dunvegan
Formation. The palynological dif-
ferences between the two formations
may well, at least in part, be related
to facies changes, a circumstance
hinted at by Singh in his discussion
of the megaspore, angiosperm pollen,
and dinoflagellate species.

The systematic section occupies
the greater part of the volume. The
various categories of palynomorphs
are classified in their appropriate
morphological hierarchies. Descrip-
tions are meticulous, concise, and
unambiguous; but thereis only pass-
ing reference to botanical affinities.
Appendix A contains an update of
the taxonomy of Albian species de-
scribed in the preceding monograph
of Singh (1971). Much praise is due
for the photographic illustrations.
Chaitanya Singh has demonstrated
that judicious selection of suitably
orientated, well-preserved specimens
illustrated by high quality light pho-
tomicrographs achieves results ap-
proaching, if not equal to, scanning
electron micrographs.

This monograph is a meticulously-
researched and magnificently-pre-
sented piece of work. It is not a ques-
tion of recommending palynologists
to buy it — none can afford to be
without it.

Mary E. Dettmann

c/lo C.S.R. Oil & Gas Division
Brisbane, Queensland 4001
Australia
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